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Preface

Thanks to the support received from the Lemann Foundation/Imaginable Futures Alliance, this international survey
was produced by Vozes da Educação in August 2020, and later updated in February 2021. The objective of this work
is to inform social debate on reopening schools based on an analysis of a range of initiatives adopted over time by
21 countries around the world.

This study identifies a number of patterns in many government behaviors and decisions, and taking into account
the particularities of each country, classifies and categorizes some key points. Several topics have been added to this
updated version, such as school meals and transportation, maintenance or suspension of physical activities, good
teaching and administrative practices, and the impact of the pandemic on education.

It also includes some critical guiding questions extracted from successful school reopening contingency plans. The
same was done in the section on communication, a key feature in any successful school reopening process. In
an attempt to support school and network managers, we have discussed aspects that should be considered before,
during and after reopening schools.

This document aims to reach and support families, education professionals, and other education stakeholders. We
hope that it may serve as reference for decision making on whether and when to resume face-to-face education,
taking into account the importance of school for children and youth.

We hope you enjoy reading this report!

* This project was m ade possible thanks to the Learning Support Fund during COVID-19, launched through an alliance between the Lemann Foundation and Imaginable F utures in
response to the challenges that Brazilian education faces during a pandemic.
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Methodology
A bibliographic review was carried out by consulting official governmental documents of the selected
countries, as well as publications from research institutions, and news articles from local and/or international
media. The choice of countries took into account cases of success related to basic education and control of
the pandemic, geographic and geopolitical variability (different continents, and emerging/developed
economies), and the availability of information for each one. This work is an update of the version published
in August 2020, which is available here. Data collection ended on February 2, 2021.

The 21 selected countries reflect about 10 percent of the total number of countries in the world (UN),
and therefore constitute just a sample. They are: South Africa, Germany, Argentina, Bolivia, Canada (province
of Quebec), Chile, China (provinces of Beijing and Hong Kong), Denmark, United States (states of Georgia,
Indiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee), France, India, Israel , Italy, Nigeria, New Zealand, Peru, Portugal, United
Kingdom, Singapore, Sweden, and Uruguay.

Data regarding contagion curves, as well as the total number of confirmed weekly cases, are from the WHO
website. School reopening dates, and the classifications adopted for school closure, reopening, and vacations
are from the UNESCO website. In the case of Canada, China and the United States, the data refer to the
provinces/states specifically mentioned in the list. In some situations, nationwide data from these countries
were used, but this was always indicated in such cases.
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http://vozesdaeducacao.com.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Levantamento-internacional_Retomada-presencial-das-aulas.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-figures-show-two-thirds-academic-year-lost-average-worldwide-due-covid-19-school


Selected countries
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GermanySouth Africa Argentina Bolivia Canada*
Province of Quebec

Chile

China*
Provinces of Beijing 

and Hong Kong 

Denmark France India Israel

Italy Nigeria

United States*
Georgia, Indiana,

Mississippi, and Tennessee

New Zealand Peru Portugal United 
Kingdom

Singapore Sweden Uruguay
*In these cases, only these provinces/states were analyzed.



School reopening classification*
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Satisfactory
Schools reopened fully (no regional or gradual
reopening schemes), and no change was observed in
the country's contagion curve within the following
two months, that is, no correlation was found between
school reopening and an increase in COVID-19 cases. If the
curve previously showed a downward trend, or seemed to
be flattening, the same trend was maintained; if there was
a previous upward trend, the opening of schools did not
accelerate an increase in the number of cases—they may
have continued to rise, but at the same rate as before
reopening.

South Africa, Germany, China, Denmark, France, New
Zealand, Portugal, Singapore, and Uruguay.

Inconclusive
Schools reopened fully (no regional or gradual
reopening schemes), but a change was observed in
the country's contagion curve within the following
two months. This does not mean, however, that schools
were responsible for new contagions. The increase in the
number of cases may have been caused by a relaxation of
wider social distancing measures, or by the arrival of a
new variant of the virus, for example.

Israel, Italy, Nigeria, and the United Kingdom.

Partial reopening
Schools reopened partially, that is, reopening was
limited to certain regions in the country, or to certain
school levels. Although this report presents the current
situation in these countries, it was not possible to
classify their reopening as satisfactory or
inconclusive, since the schools were only partially
open.

Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, United States,
India, and Peru.

* Sweden was not classified because its schools never closed, and therefore it did not implement a school reopening scheme.



School reopening classification
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Evidence reveals that, in most countries, reopening schools did not affect the
contagion curve trend. This finding is in line with a study published in December 2020 by
the European Center for Disease Prevention and Control. That study points out that the
increase in cases observed in Europe since the reopening of schools resulted from the
relaxation of other distancing measures, but the focuses of transmission were not
schools. In addition, it emphasizes that school closures should be used as a last resort
to contain the pandemic.

That study also showed that education professionals are not at greater risk of
infection than others, although the risk increases when there is more contact between
many adults and young people above the age of 16.

An IDB study published in February 2021 (specifically focused on Latin America) also
concluded that "with a well-implemented COVID-19 control strategy, in contexts where the
disease is under control, it is possible to keep schools open without significant
impacts on community transmission rates.”

It is important to note that neither study includes data on new variants, and that this
survey has not been able to assess the impacts of such new variants because
schools were closed in many countries.

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/COVID-19-in-children-and-the-role-of-school-settings-in-transmission-first-update_1.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/pt/covid-19-e-reabertura-das-escolas-uma-revisao-sistematica-dos-riscos-de-saude-e-uma-analise-dos


Key findings

In the first version of this survey, we found that countries where reopening was considered satisfactory
implemented their schemes when the contagion curve was decreasing or flattening at levels considered not
very high. In the current version, we were able to confirm that, with school reopening, the trend was
maintained.* This means that no correlation was found between school reopening and a potential
increase in community transmission rates. Indeed, in 9 of the 21 countries analyzed, school reopening was
considered satisfactory (South Africa, Germany, China, Denmark, France, New Zealand, Portugal, and Singapore),
indicating that no change was observed in their contagion curves in the two months following reopening.

No clear correlation was found independently of whether school reopening was mandatory or not. In
eight countries, reopening was voluntary (South Africa, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Georgia and Indiana in the
United States, India, and Italy); and in five countries, it was mandatory (Germany, Mississippi and Tennessee in
the United States, New Zealand, and Singapore). In four countries, reopening started as voluntary, and later
became mandatory (France, Portugal, United Kingdom, and Uruguay).

Countries that perform well on PISA kept schools closed for fewer days, suggesting that they assign more
value to their education agenda. In addition, this evidence corroborates one of the findings of the first version of
this report, according to which countries with good PISA scores opened schools before or at the same time as
retail stores.
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* The average weekly percentage change in the month prior to reopening was, at most, 5 percent lower than the average weekly percentage change in the second month after reopening. 



Key findings

Successful health and social distancing measures (August 2020) remained in place, or were intensified
by governments, including investing in funding schemes to improve school infrastructure with a view to
ensuring the safety of students and teachers, as observed in Chile, for example.

Double masks—that is, wearing a cloth mask over a disposable surgical mask—is stressed in health
recommendations. In February 2021, the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention published a study
demonstrating that this practice reduces by up to 95 percent the exposure of individuals to the aerosol particles
that spread the virus.

Most of the countries analyzed issued specific guidelines for the consumption of school meals. Of the 14
countries that address school meals in their protocols, 12 provided specific guidelines and recommendations.
Only two countries (New Zealand and Sweden) introduced no new rules for meals during the pandemic.

Monitoring and containing isolated cases was one of the main strategies adopted by countries where reopening
was considered satisfactory in the first version of this survey. This trend was confirmed in this version, and it has
now been proven that even in countries with satisfactory reopening schemes, there were occasional
school closures, with the isolation of students and teachers. In such cases, success may be attributed to
a consistent monitoring policy and thorough contingency plans, as well as an alignment between
Education and Health authorities.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html


Most countries (17) implemented some type of close contact monitoring for people who tested positive
for COVID-19. In some countries, these individuals were traced, isolated, and tested, or only traced and isolated;
while in others, only symptomatic and suspicious individuals would be tested and isolated.

In the first version of this survey, we found that all countries where school reopening was considered satisfactory
implemented clear and effective communication channels with the population, even though reopening may
have been unpopular at the beginning of the process. In this version, this trend was confirmed, and countries
that prioritized the resumption of face-to-face classes on their public agendas have been increasingly
investing in communication and transparency protocols. In Argentina, for example, the minister of
Education visited the country's 24 provinces to meet with local governments and union representatives.

Among the countries analyzed, only five countries (Argentina, Indiana and Mississippi in the United States,
France, United Kingdom, and Uruguay) added teachers to their COVID-19 vaccination priority groups.

Most countries have been taking a more cautious approach to new variants of the virus. Denmark and
Germany, for example, postponed the return to school after the end of the year break.

Some countries have had to deal with multiple school openings and closures, and yet this situation
appears to be better than keeping schools completely closed for many months. UNESCO believes that
opening and closing schools several times is something to be expected for the coming years, and that the
population must learn to deal with it.

Key findings
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1. School reopening 
process
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We have been working hard for
many months so that all
students may return to school. It
is an absolute priority for the
government, and a priority for
the whole country.

Lucia Azzolina, minister of Education of Italy



Mandatory return to school
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The first version of this survey, published in
August 2020, analyzed several strategies
adopted by different countries regarding
the possibility of letting parents choose
whether or not to send their children to
school. Where parents had a choice, return
was considered voluntary; where they did
not, return was mandatory (observing
specific policies for risk groups, and other
exceptional situations). Implementation
started in August 2020, when a new school
year started in many countries, as we can
see in the table on the right.

*In the first ver sion, countries were classified according to the
publication date of the docum ent determining whet her or not the
return would be m andatory. As a r esult, school r eopening was
classified as mandatory in France as of August, while in Uruguay, it
only became effective in October.
**The data reported in the co lumns (schools fully o pen, partially
open, clo sed or on vacatio n) refer to the most recent data available
for the countries (as of February 2021).

Schools fully 
open 

Schools partially open Schools 
closed

Schools on 
vacation

Voluntary 
return

Return 
started as 
voluntary, 

and then 
became 

mandatory*

Mandatory 
return

No 
consistent 

information 
on school 

reopening 

Canada

USA – Indiana, 
Tennessee, and Georgia

India

Italy

Denmark

South 
Africa

Chile

Argentina

United 
Kingdom

Portugal Uruguay

GermanyUSA –
Mississippi

France

New 
Zealand

Singapore

Sweden

Bolivia

China – Beijing 
and Hong 

Kong

Israel Nigeria

Peru



Prioritizing the return of specific groups
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Some programs and establishments were authorized
to operate subject to certain conditions, such as:
→ Teaching children of essential workers, under 12
years old;
→ Teaching children whose parents work for a
business/institution that provides essential services,
and:
▫ where both spouses are essential workers and

cannot perform their duties at home, or are
single parents, or one of the spouses is isolated,
or both spouses cannot care for their children
due to disability or illness.

→ Boarding schools and school activities in educational
establishments within boarding schools.

Israel

Schools were kept open for primary school students who
could not study remotely, or for students whose parents
were essential service workers, or for students from
vulnerable groups.

New Zealand

→ Closed programs, where students lived on the
premises;
→ Daytime rehabilitation centers and multiuse daycare
centers;
→ Schools and youth centers for students at risk;
→ Special education, including public transportation;
→ Hospital education;
→ Students' psychological support.

Vulnerable / disconnected 
students

Special education

Vulnerable / disconnected 
students

Children of essential workers

Children of essential workers



Prioritizing the return of specific groups
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For the resumption of face-to-face classes, the
government determined that the following priorities
be considered:
→ Early childhood education (ages 3 to 5);
→ Early years of elementary school (1st and 2nd grades);
→ Transition grades (early childhood education to early
years of elementary school, early years to final years of
elementary school, and so on);
→ Students in situations of vulnerability;
→ Specialized educational assistance.

Peru

In England, despite the lockdown, schools remained in
operation for children of frontline workers, and for
children considered vulnerable. These include those
without access to a laptop at home or a quiet place to
study.

United Kingdom
Vulnerable / disconnected 

students

Vulnerable / disconnected 
students Special education Children of essential workers

There are government guidelines for offering face-to-
face support to students at risk of dropping out of school
and/or in situations of vulnerability, and whose risks have
been signaled by Child and Youth Protection
Commissions.

Portugal
Vulnerable / disconnected 

students

In 2020, the following criteria were considered to
determine the priority of returning to face-to-face
classes: rural schools; population density in each region;
and internet access. For 2021, the government has
proposed that students in contexts of greater social
vulnerability, especially those enrolled in the first and last
years of each education level, should have access to face-
to-face classes.

Uruguay
Vulnerable / disconnected 

students Rural areas

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t-ie37OmreGG3AOMSswH-mvMmZk4K6bC/view


Prioritizing the return of specific groups
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In 2020, most schools that resumed face-to-face classes
were located in rural areas or small towns, where there
were no reports of community transmission. The central
government recommended that local governments
prioritize school reopening based on the observation of
certain sociodemographic criteria, such as: schools
located in rural areas, where students and professionals
rely less heavily on public transportation; regions where
contagion rates are zero or very low; and areas where
internet connection is limited and/or the population are
more vulnerable.

Argentina

With the suspension of classes in March 2020, special
education students and children of essential workers
were allowed to continue attending face-to-face classes
across the country. For these priority students, teachers
were asked to come up with a teaching regime that
proved effective, whether through home monitoring or
school attendance.

Denmark

Special education Children of essential workers

In Tripura, the local government resumed classes in
August 2020 in open areas, so that students without
internet access could attend school.
So far, India's central government has not issued any
recommendation on whether to prioritize access to
education for specific groups.

India
Vulnerable / disconnected 

students

Rural areas



2. Contagion curves
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COVID-19 cases among teachers and
education workers indicate that
schools have no influence on
community transmission.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
Technical report. COVID-19 in children and the role of
school settings in transmission, December 2020.



Considerations on contagion curves 

17

These curves were obtained from the World Health Organization (WHO) website, considering school recess/vacation
periods, school closures, and full or partial reopening during the pandemic, as described in the legend below. Each
gray bar represents one week. The dates were obtained from the UNESCO website.

Cases: In the charts, the word "cases" refers to the number of weekly cases per million people. In other words, we
have considered the total number of new weekly cases reported by WHO for every million people in the country.
Example: “Cases: 256.3” means that, in the school reopening week (or school closure, or school break), for every million
people, 256.3 new cases of COVID-19 were recorded.

Legend:

School closure: schools closed due to the
pandemic.

Full school reopening: all schools reopened in the
country, taking risk groups into account.

Partial school reopening: schools started
reopening partially.

Vacations: school vacation period.

V Vacations during school closure: school recess or vacation periods while schools were closed due to the pandemic.

Sample chart
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https://covid19.who.int/
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse


South Africa

Until August 2020 
School reopening was
controversial, with teachers
strongly opposing it. A lawsuit
postponed the reopening, and
government communication
with the population was not
smooth throughout the process.
After two weeks of face-to-face
classes, 773 schools reported
more than 1,500 positive cases of
COVID-19, which prompted the
government to close schools
again in late July 2020.
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After August 2020
Teachers believe that resuming
face-to-face classes in 2021 is
hasty, especially with the discovery
of a new variant in the country.
They claim that there is no
containment plan, and that
schools are not prepared.
However, they are not against
reopening, and believe that, if
given more time they can prepare
for a safe return. Parents and
teachers understand the
importance of returning to school
to resume learning.

100,000

50,000

0

JanOctJulApr

Mar 18
Cases:

3.4

Jun 1
Cases: 
256.3

V

Jul 27
Cases:
1,079.9

Aug 24
Cases:
264.8

Mar 18—
Apr 13

Dec 16
Cases:
1,016.3

Contagion curve

In June 2020, the government ordered the gradual reopening of
schools for students enrolled in the final grades of elementary and high
school. On that occasion, the contagion curve was rising, and there
was a lot of noise in the government’s communication with the school
community. In spite of this, the decision to reopen was maintained until
the end of July 2020, when the government decreed the suspension of
face-to-face classes due to the high rate of new cases.

At the end of August 2020, about a month after the suspension of face-
to-face classes, and after observing a downward trend in the number
of cases, a total reopening of schools was determined by the
authorities. Weeks after the second reopening, the curve maintained its
downward trend until it stabilized. This suggests an important point:
when schools reopened with a downward trend, the country did
not identify a rise in cases.

However, in December 2020, with the arrival of the holiday season and
the emergence of a new variant of the virus, an increase in cases was
observed. Schools had been open since the end of August, which
suggests that there is no correlation between the opening of
schools and a rise in the curve. On December 16, students went on
vacation, and schools were closed. The return, which was due to take
place in early January, was postponed due to the record high number
of cases reported in the country. Face-to-face classes are expected to
resume in the second half of February.
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Legend: School closure Full school reopening Partial school reopening Vacations Cases: New weekly cases per million people V Vacations during closure 
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Germany

Until August 2020 
Schools and stores reopened
simultaneously: reopening was
mandatory, and there was some
resistance from public opinion.
High school students were the
first to return. In August 2020,
with the full reopening of
schools, new cases of COVID-19
were identified in Mecklenberg
and Berlin. Infected students
and teachers were isolated, and
some schools closed.

150,000

0

JanOctJul

Mar 18
Cases:
212.5

May 4
Cases:
80.9

Apr

Jul 1
Cases:

34.1

Aug 3
Cases:

72.2

100,000

50,000

Dec 21
Cases:
1,766.6

V
Apr 6—
Apr 19

Jan 7
Cases:
1,718.6

After August 2020
Schools reopened on August 3,
and only closed on December 21,
2020. However, an increasing
trend was observed after
Thanksgiving. On January 7,
2021, the government decreed a
new lockdown for schools, retail
stores, and non-essential
services. Classes are expected to
resume on February 15, 2021, but
no confirmation of this was
received as of the closing date of
this survey.

Contagion curve

When schools first reopened on May 4, 2020, Germany's contagion
curve was decreasing, and the country had about 12 new confirmed
cases per million people, that is, 2.5 times fewer cases per million than
when the government ordered the closure of schools on March 18.

After resuming face-to-face classes, Germany did not experience
a significant increase in the number of new cases. The contagion
curve remained stable until the beginning of the school vacations in
July 2020. In August, however, when schools reopened for a new school
year, the curve showed a slight increase in the number of daily cases,
and kept rising until the beginning of school recess, on December 21,
2020. This increase in the number of cases can be attributed to a
number of factors, including: (i) people's return from their summer
vacations, and (ii) the difficulty in tracing and controlling new cases.
This suggests that the rise in cases was not related to face-to-
face classes, considering that schools had been open since early
August.

Due to a record high number of cases, not to mention the identification
of new variants, the German government imposed a new lockdown,
determining the closure of all schools. Germany has not set a date to
resume face-to-face classes, although school reopening is a priority for
the central government.
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Legend: School closure Full school reopening Partial school reopening Vacations Cases: New weekly cases per million people V Vacations during closure 



Argentina

Until August 2020 
The country had one of the
longest quarantine periods in the
world, with retail stores and
schools closed until the beginning
of the second half of the year.
Resuming face-to-face classes
required an authorization from the
Education Ministry, which
validated the return plans
submitted by individual provinces.
San J uan, where contagion rates
were low, was the first region
where schools were allowed to
reopen on August 10.
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Bolivia

After August 2020
In November 2020, the new
government appointed a new
minister of Education, who was
against canceling the school year. He
declared that he was in favor of
resuming face-to-face classes, and
opened channels for dialog ue. In
December, the union submitted its
proposals for the 2021 school year,
including return protocols. However,
due to an increase in the number of
cases, most schools reopened with
remote classes only.
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After August 2020
In 2020, five provinces in the
country reopened schools, but
only 1 percent of students
returned to face-to-face classes.
Two weeks after schools reopened,
three regions saw an increase in
their contagion rates, and some
schools closed again.
Since January 2021, the
government has been granting
more autonomy to individual
provinces, most of which plan to
resume face-to-face classes in
February and March.

Until August 2020 
In August 2020, the Ministry of
Education brought forward the
end of the school year, and
established that all elementary
and high school students should
pass. Bolivia had a temporary
government at the time, and
faced strong pressure from both
teachers' unions and families,
who did not agree with
emergency remote classes.
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Legend: School closure Full school reopening Partial school reopening Vacations Cases: New weekly cases per million people V Vacations during closure 



Canada

Until August 2020 
In Ontario and Quebec, retail
stores began reopening in May.
Schools ended the school year
remotely. The 2020–21 school
year was scheduled to start in
September, but the health and
social distancing measures
proposed by the government
were criticized as insufficient.
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Chile

After August 2020
Chile has opted for voluntary
gradual reopening, widely involving
communities and schools, which are
jointly deciding the best time to
reopen. Schools were also able to
apply for funding to cover necessary
adjustments through the Yo confío
en mi escuela (I trust my school)
program. Schools were expected to
resume face-to-face classes in
March, but teachers are now
resisting the idea after a new variant
of the virus has been identified in
the country.
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After August 2020 Until August 2020 
Reopening was authorized in
some communes, but the
decision was up to each school
community, and many opted for
sticking to emergency remote
education.
The government faced
resistance from parents and
unions, who said that there had
been no dialogue during the
development of the school
reopening plan.
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In Quebec, schools remained
partially open until the end of
2020. In January, due to an
increase in cases, a curfew was
decreed, and non-essential
services were closed. Provinces
were given the power to
determine whether or not to
reopen schools. In the case of
Ontario, reopening was voluntary.
In Quebec, on the other hand, the
government was stricter, and not
all students were given permission
to attend classes online.
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China
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Denmark

After August 2020
The government's communication
with the unions was
exemplary and was even used as a
benchmark by other countries.
The low rates of contagion in
schools attracted attention, even
though wearing masks was not
mandatory. At the end of the year,
cases increased in the country. As
a result, face-to-face classes have
not yet resumed, and distance
learning has been in place ever
since.

After August 2020
In Beijing, schools remained
partially open, with occasional
lockdowns. In Hong Kong,
classes were suspended in
August and in December 2020
due to an increase in the
number of cases. Face-to-face
classes started resuming in
February 2021. Reopening is
voluntary, and schools are
allowed to open only if they can
guarantee community testing.

Until August 2020 
Schools reopened before retail
stores. The first students to
return were those attending
early childhood education.
Despite initial resistance from
public opinion, as the opening
moved on and proved to be
successful, families gained
confidence in the measures
implemented by the
government, and the rate of
adherence to face-to-face
classes increased.
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Until August 2020 
Although reopening was partial,
and not all provinces returned at
the same time, many schools
remained open even at the peak
of contagion. In July 2020,
Beijing and Hong Kong started
resuming face-to-face classes,
but after an increase in
contagion rates, schools were
closed again. Beijing ended the
school year with remote classes,
and Hong Kong brought the
end of the school year forward.
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In February 2021, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention published a study demonstrating that double masking substantially reduced 
transmission, and might also reduce contagion rates. The Biden administration has encouraged schools to adopt this practice.

United States

Georgia
In January 2021, the state began
a gradual return to face-to-face
classes. To this end, the
government prepared a
checklist to support parents
and/or legal guardians in
deciding whether or not to send
their children to school.
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Indiana
School reopening was
authorized on July 1, but it was
only in August that most
counties resumed face-to-face
classes. Since then, the
government has been
monitoring contagion in schools.
Currently, the union is insisting
that teachers' vaccination date
be disclosed.

Mississippi
Classes resumed in August for
primary and secondary students.
Schools have the flexibility to
implement virtual, face-to-face or
hybrid education programs, in
addition to being able to reduce the
duration of classes from 5.5 to 4
hours per day, independently of the
method chosen. Students' return
and attendance are mandatory.

Until August 2020 
The states of Georgia, Indiana, Mississippi and Tennessee have
adopted gradual school reopening schemes. However, it was
up to individual schools to develop specific strategies and
phasing schemes.
With the exception of Georgia, where there were occasional
demonstrations in favor of reopening, the opinions of families
and unions in other states were marked by high levels of
resistance.

* Although there was mass closure in the USA, UNESCO considers that
such closure was partial, given that specific schools were allowed to
continue operating around the country.

1 million

500,000

0

JanOctJulApr

Mar 7
Cases: 

4.6

Aug 17
Cases:
944.6

Mar 14
Cases:

41.3

1.5 million

Jul 1
Cases:
992.5

Jan 4
Cases:
5,468.0

Dec 24
Cases:
4,082.9

Tennessee
Reopening was authorized, but
it is up to each school whether
or not to reopen. Although most
districts reopened in the second
half of 2020, many adopted
distance learning. State teachers
were prioritized in the
vaccination plan, with
immunization starting on
February 20, 2021.
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France

Until August 2020 
On May 11, schools reopened for
early childhood education. After
that, elementary and high
school institutions began to
gradually resume face-to-face
classes. In June, as public
resistance was eased,
attendance became mandatory
around the country. With the
reopening, new cases of
contagion were reported to the
government, and seven schools
were closed.
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After August 2020
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Schools have been open since the
beginning of the 2020–21 school
year, with mandatory attendance.
France is currently in lockdown
mode, but until October 2020,
restrictions were milder. In
November 2020, with the arrival of
a new variant, lockdown rules were
intensified, with curfews and
closing of bars and restaurants.
However, schools are still open.

Contagion curve

In May 2020, France started resuming face-to-face classes for students
enrolled in early childhood education. France had a flat curve at the
time of reopening, and in a few days the entire network was reopened.
Despite some reports of contagion, closures were occasional and
temporary. The contagion curve maintained a downward trend until
the end of the school year, on July 1, 2020.

Unlike the situation described above, when face-to-face classes
resumed in September 2020, the curve was on the rise, and
remained so until the second half of November. During that period,
schools remained open, with occasional closures. Between late
November and early December, the country experienced a drop in
the total number of new daily cases per million people.

With the curve showing a slight rise, schools resumed face-to-face
classes on January 4, 2021, after the end-of-year break. Considering the
new variant and the possibility of including teachers in the priority
vaccination group, the health community is now divided. Some
scientists and doctors believe that the government should wait for
mass vaccination before reopening schools, even though the curve is
currently flat.
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In September 2020, Israel
imposed a second lockdown,
closing schools and commercial
establishments. Schools were
only partially reopened in
November 2020. However, after
the beginning of the Jewish
New Year in January 2021, they
were closed again. On January
21, 2021, schools started partially
reopening, and the country is
now well advanced in its
vaccination efforts.
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India

After August 2020
In September, the central
government issued guidelines
allowing states to start a voluntary
return plan for high school
students. About a month later,
other school levels were allowed to
resume classes. However, it was up
to each region to decide the ideal
moment and their reopening
strategy. New contagions have
been reported in schools in the
states of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh.
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Israel

Until August 2020 
Stores and schools reopened at
the same time. Government
communication with the
community was not agile or
transparent, a factor that had a
strong influence on the
reopening process. Due to a
severe heat wave, wearing masks
was made more flexible in
schools for three days. As a result,
a new outbreak was reported,
and about 240 schools were
closed in the country.

After August 2020
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Until August 2020 
The country had not yet adopted
a national policy to reopen
schools when, on August 21, 2020,
the Tripura state government
chose to resume face-to-face
classes in outdoor areas, so that
students without internet access
could attend classes. By August
27, 2020, about 30,000 schools
had gradually started reopening
their schools, despite the lack of
clear guidelines from central
government.
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After August 2020
In Italy, the second wave of
contagion started about two
weeks after the reopening of
schools, which meant that most
new cases were attributed to face-
to-face classes. Between
September and December, Italy's
National Institute of Health (ISS—
Istituto Superiore di Sanità)
monitored outbreaks around the
country, and found that only 2
percent of all notifications
originated from schools.
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Italy

Until August 2020 
Schools ended the school year
remotely. In August 2020, the
government started planning to
resume face-to-face classes
around the country. At first, the
teachers' union had objections
and reservations about
reopening schools. However,
after consultations, they started
collaborating with the
government to put together a
proposal.
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Nigeria

Until August 2020 
Schools reopened after retail
stores. The country counted on
the support of the teachers'
union, and families also
demonstrated in favor of
reopening. Despite the favorable
aspects, government
communication was inefficient,
with senior Department of
Education officials contradicting
themselves about resuming
face-to-face classes.

After August 2020
Face-to-face classes resumed in the second
half of 2020, and since then there has been
no new closure. Contagion rates reached a
record high in January 2021, and parents
became concerned. Some international
NGOs operating in the country advised
parents not to send their children to school.
Meanwhile, the country is experiencing an
unprecedented educational crisis. Even
before the pandemic, it was already the
country where most children were out of
school, and the pandemic caused more
young people to drop out. The minister
reaffirmed that it was imperative to resume
classes on January 18.
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Until August 2020 
As of July 1, the government
authorized the voluntary
reopening of some schools,
namely those located in rural
areas, with zero or near-zero
contagion rates, and limited
internet access. However, until
the completion of this survey, no
consistent data were available
on how many schools had
reopened across the country.
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New Zealand

After August 2020

Schools remained open in late
2020 and early 2021. New
Zealand is currently at Level 1,
with mandatory classroom
attendance at schools, and soft
restrictions. The government’s
communication is effective, and
is done through its official
website.

Until August 2020 
Schools were closed for 35 days.
Reopening was phased, and
several alert levels created by
the government were adopted
as a reference. At Level 1, the
population knew that reopening
was safe, attendance was
mandatory, and social
distancing, although
recommended, was not
mandatory; whereas at Level 4,
all schools were closed.
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Peru

After August 2020
The minister of Education
delivered a statement
confirming that the first month
of classes in 2021 will be online
throughout the country, but that
the government's goal is to
reopen schools as soon as the
health situation is under control.
Since August 2020, schools have
been partially open, and the full
reopening of all schools is
planned for April 15, 2021.
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Until August 2020 
In May, high school students
returned to school on a
voluntary basis. As the
government communicated its
decisions and the reopening
process was successful, public
opinion resistance was
mitigated. Advanced health
measures were adopted in the
country.
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Portugal
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After August 2020
Since September 2020, the
country has resumed face-to-
face classes. Social distancing
measures and the government’s
contingency plan were well
received by the population. In
December 2020, however, cases
started to rise, and the
government ordered schools to
close again due to the expansion
of a new variant.

Contagion curve

After two months with all its schools closed, in M ay 2020 Portugal started a
gradual process to resume face-to-face classes. The decision was
implemented when the contagion curve was flat, and schools remained
open until the end of the school year on June 27, 2020.

In September, authorities determined the resumption of face-to-face classes
for the 2020–21 school year. On that occasion, the contagion curve showed
a slight rise, and remained hig h after students returned to school . Schools,,
however, were not considered responsible for the significant change in
the country's contagion curve. Health and education experts, and
representatives of the National Confederation of Parents and the National
Association of School Directors agree that, although schools reported new
cases, they have not been the focus of transmission.

On January 4, 2021, after the Christmas and New Year's break, face-to-face
classes resumed all over the country, in spite of an upward contagion
curve. By then, the number of daily cases had doubled, when compared to
the beginning of the vacation period on December 21, 2020. The government
was reluctant to close schools again, especially for students under the age of
12. The prime minister stated several times that “schools neither are nor were
the main focus of transmission” and that two consecutive school years with
disrupted classes would result in major learning losses. However, after
Cabinet ministers became aware that a new strain was present in the
country, the government decided to suspend classes for all students for 15
days. According to the government’s decree, the resumption of face-to-face
classes will be phased, subject to the guidelines of public health authorities.
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United Kingdom
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Singapore

After August 2020Until August 2020 
Schools were closed for 55 days,
28 of which were considered
vacation days. Stores were
allowed to reopen on June 19,
2020, 17 days after the gradual
and mandatory reopening of
schools. Government
communication and
transparency on the reopening
plans was consistent, and the
country saw very few occasional
demonstrations against
reopening.
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Until August 2020 
On June 1, 2020, schools began to
partially reopen for some levels.
Full return began on June 15, 2020.
The government advised schools
to develop their own planning,
training, and communication
plans with a view to implementing
protection measures. Even during
lockdown, schools remained open
to cater for vulnerable students
and the children of essential
workers.

After August 2020
In September 2020, the school year
started with mandatory attendance for
all students. On November 5, 2020, a
new lockdown was imposed, and bars,
restaurants, gyms and non-essential
businesses were closed. Schools
remained open, however. On January
5, 2021, the UK decreed a third
lockdown to respond to a new variant
identified in the country. This time,
both non-essential establishments and
schools were closed, and have not yet
returned. National examinations have
been suspended.

Government communication on
school safety measures has been
clear and consistent. Schools
reopened at the end of June, and
remained open until the
beginning of the end-of-year
break on November 21, 2020.
Reopening was gradual in early
2021, with some students
attending online classes, so as to
allow children, teachers and
education professionals to be
tested.
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Sweden

Until August 2020 
With the exception of high school,
schools remained open, and classes were
not suspended. Despite initial public
resistance to the measures implemented
by the government, student attendance
remained mandatory across the country.
Some parents whose children suffered
from comorbidities obtained a judicial
order allowing their children not to
attend classes. In spite of this, the general
understanding was that children's right
to education should be maintained.
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Uruguay

After August 2020
In October, after schools
reopened, and as the government
gained the trust of the population,
attendance became mandatory.
Any cases that were notified were
checked, and by December most
schools were open, and were able
to end the school year as such.
During the vacations, schools
promoted several activities
involving their students. The
return to school is scheduled for
March.

After August 2020
The government maintained the
requirement for face-to-face classes. In
schools, wearing masks was not
mandatory, and no social distancing
measures were imposed. Still, data
from the Swedish Public Health
Agency indicate that no students died
until June 2020. Among teachers,
contamination levels were not higher
than among other professions
(excluding health professionals), and
only 19 in every 100,000 teachers
required admission to an ICU.

Until August 2020 
The country became a reference
for remote education. This is
mainly due to the 2007 Ceibal
Plan, which facilitated the
distribution of laptops to all
students. Resuming face-to-face
classes was voluntary, but
adherence was hig h thanks to a
clear reopening strategy (in
particular for rural schools and
sparsely populated regions),
coupled with efficient government
communication efforts.
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Number of days during which schools remained closed
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PISA Country

- Bolivia

57th Brazil

- India

63rd Argentina

- Nigeria

64th Peru

43rd Chile

37th Israel

32nd Italy

6th Canada

14th United 
Kingdom

- South Africa

1st/4t
h China*

20th Germany

18th Denmark

24th Portugal

23rd France

2nd Singapore

48th Uruguay

12th New Zealand

13th United States*

11th Sweden

Number of days during which schools were fully closed
Most countries that perform
well in the Programme for
International Student
Assessment (PISA) tended to
keep schools closed for a
shorter period of time,
compared to those that are not
at the top of the ranking.

When compared to the
countries in the study, Brazil
ranks 2nd in terms of how
long schools remained
closed.

* Although there was mass closure in the
USA, UNESCO considers that such closure
was partial, given that specific schools
were allowed to continue operating
around the country.



The 20 countries with the longest school closures in the 
world
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Number of days during which schools were fully closed

A monitoring study carried out
by UNESCO reveals how long
schools remained closed
during the pandemic.

For the purposes of this survey,
we observed that those
countries that did not perform
well on PISA, or that did not
take that exam, tended to
keep their schools closed for
longer.

When compared to other
countries which had data
collected by UNESCO, Brazil
ranks 5th in terms of how
long schools remained
closed.

PISA Country

71st Panama

- El Salvador

- Bangladesh

- Bolivia

57th Brazil

49th Costa Rica

- Kuwait

53rd Mexico

- Myanmar

- Iraq

46th United Arab Emirates

76th Dominican Republic

- Ecuador

- Venezuela

65th Saudi Arabia

- Guatemala

- Paraguay

- Cayman_Islands

- Ethiopia

- Uganda

https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-figures-show-two-thirds-academic-year-lost-average-worldwide-due-covid-19-school


3. Impacts of the 
pandemic
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We saw girls get pregnant just to 
avoid having to worry about 
menstrual hygiene products for 
nine months.

Wunmi Yussuf, civil servant in Lagos, social activist 

and specialist in Sexual and Reproductive Health 

and Rights



Impacts of the pandemic on education
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The National Department of Education estimates that
75,000 students in the final years of elementary and
secondary education will drop out of school. In September
2020, about 300,000 elementary school students had
stopped attending classes online.

South Africa

The Chilean Ministry of Education estimates that, in 10
months of distance education:

→ Chilean students may lose, on average, 88 percent of
their yearly learning. When disaggregating these
estimates by socioeconomic levels, students from lower
socioeconomic classes (the 25 percent poorest) may lose,
on average, 95 percent of their learning; while more well-
off students (the 25 percent richer) would lose 64 percent;

→ As a whole, the country's schooling level may decline by
1.3 years. In other words, not only will school closures
result in a loss of learning during this year, but they will
also lead to a loss of accumulated knowledge, and may
hinder future learning.

Chile LearningDropout

In Tennessee, suicide was already the third leading cause
of death among young people, and with the pandemic,
this situation was aggravated. Former senator Patrick
Kennedy reported that, in recent months, calls to suicide
prevention hotlines have increased by more than 800
percent. This reflects what is going on in the lives of young
people, who make up most of the statistics.

USA – Tennessee Mental health



Impacts of the pandemic on education
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India has been known as the country with the highest
number of child marriages in the world: one in every three,
on average. In recent years, though, India has turned into a
world leader in the fight against this practice. However,
with the pandemic, many workers and migrants were left
unemployed, which made millions of families consider
child marriage as a way to alleviate poverty. Compared to
the months of June and July 2019, Childline (a child
support hotline) reported a 17 percent increase in calls for
help related to girls' early marriage.

With regard to student learning, a study conducted by
Azim Premji University found that, on average, 92 percent
of students lost at least one specific language skill due to
school closures.

India

A study commissioned by NGO Save the Children
analyzed the opinions, moods and expectations of Italian
students aged 14 to 18. The main reasons that led them to
miss classes during the pandemic included: (i) difficulties
with internet access, and (ii) lack of concentration, with
one in three students also reporting that they felt
unprepared for the next school year.

In addition, 28 percent of the respondents said that, since
the beginning of the pandemic, at least one classmate
had stopped attending school. As a result, Save the
Children estimates that at least 34,000 high school
students are at risk of dropping out of school.

Italy LearningChild marriage DropoutMental healthLearning Learning

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54186709
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2021/feb/10/covid-impact-92-students-lose-language-foundational-ability-with-schools-remaining-closed-2262322.html
https://www.savethechildren.it/cosa-facciamo/pubblicazioni/i-giovani-ai-tempi-del-coronavirus
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According to a CGDEV study, 10 percent of all boys and 3
percent of all girls in their final years of school may drop
out. The highest dropout rates are expected for the 5th
grade, as that is when Nigerian students take a secondary
school entrance exam. Despite the pandemic and the
closure of schools, the examination was neither canceled
nor postponed. Reasons for dropping out, include, in
particular, the fees charged by public schools, and the
lack of health and safety protocols at school. Quite often,
Nigerian students rely on the radio as a remote teaching
tool (22 percent of students reported using it). However,
almost 40 percent of all Nigerian students said they had
no access to distance learning.

Nigeria LearningDropoutLearning

About 300,000 students dropped out of school during
the pandemic, which is equivalent to 15 percent of all
students in the country. The minister of Education
attributed this to families' economic instability, in
addition to difficulties in accessing emergency remote
education.

Peru LearningDropout

China – Beijing

After schools reopened, teachers were tasked with
checking students for symptoms of COVID-19. Some
reports claim that teachers are feeling exhausted due to
the new protocols, and often have to wake up as early as
4 a.m. to make sense of all the rules. In addition to their
teaching responsibilities, they claim that they now have
new concerns, such as trying to keep students apart,
defining arrival and departure logistics at their units, and
separating students into groups of different ages to avoid
crowding.

Mental health

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/who-going-back-school-four-country-rapid-survey-ethiopia-india-nigeria-and-pakistan


4. School operations 
4. during the pandemic

The following slides will present important practices 
related to the resumption of face-to-face classes, which 

were not covered in the first version of this study: 
transportation, school meals, physical education, and 

hiring of teachers.
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Some parents have been telling 
their daughters: ‘You have 

nothing to do, you don't go to 
school anymore, so if you are 

going to stay here doing nothing, 
let's arrange your marriage.’

Sudha Varghese, an Indian activist who has worked for 
decades to teach girls in the Dalit community.



School meals
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No restrictions 
during meals 

Students are 
grouped / meals 
are staggered* 

Meals are 
distributed in 
individual portions

Meals are eaten in 
the classroom 

Decision taken by 
each school

No meals at school

No definition 

* Serving smaller groups of students in shifts.

38



39

School transportation

The government has recommended staggering public
transportation for students and the general population in
order to avoid spikes. In addition, it has issued hygiene and
social distancing guidelines, and instructed teachers who
relied on intercity transportation to remain at home and
deliver their classes remotely. The government has also
determined that any public transportation used by students
should have its capacity reduced by half, and that groups
should be kept apart.

Argentina

The country's school transportation policy recommends
that students avoid talking during the ride.

China

Vacation

Schools partially open 



School transportation
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The country has issued a publication titled “Health
Advice on Prevention of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
for Drivers, Crews, and Operational Staff of Public
Transport”. Among many good practices, it reinforces
preventive measures that are already being applied at
school, including taking students' temperature and
requiring them to wear masks. There is also a
recommendation for good ventilation during
transportation.

China – Hong Kong

Currently, considering the low level of contagion in the
country, students are not required to adopt social
distancing measures or wear masks. However, good
hygiene practices are being maintained, including frequent
handwashing. Lists with the names of all students who use
school transportation, including names and contact details
for their parents/guardians, are indispensable for efficient
tracing. Schools are responsible for constantly updating
these lists.

The state of Mississippi has identified the following
solutions in some districts: fixed seating plans to
facilitate tracing in positive cases; seating arrangements
based on the order of students embarking and
disembarking, and only using window seats; and
encouraging parents to drive their children to school,
and thus avoid school transport.

USA – Mississippi

It is up to each school to arrange transportation to send
home any students showing symptoms of COVID-19
during classes. When drivers become ill, the
recommendation is that they shall not return to work
until all health protocol criteria are once again met.

USA – GeorgiaNew Zealand

Schools partially open Schools partially open 

Schools partially open Schools open

https://www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/nid_health_advice_for_public_transport_eng.pdf
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The government issued the following recommendations:
→ Each driver must be responsible for a single bus and/or
specific route;
→ Students should be assigned specific seats;
→ The number of students on any given route must be
limited;
→ Additional bus stops and routes ought to be considered;
→ Social distancing must be respected;
→ Students can assist the local health department in tracing
their contacts for potential COVID-19 infections.

USA – Indiana

Tennessee has published transportation guidance
including a range of solutions for schools, divided into
different areas. In terms of route adequacy, for
example, the guidance suggests staggering start/end
times at school (and consequently increasing the
number of journeys), as well as shortening existing
routes (instead of single longer routes, several shorter
runs should be considered). With regard to getting on
and off buses, specific protocols are suggested to
ensure social distancing, and families should be asked
to help reduce crowding at bus stops. During the
journey, some seats should be kept empty, and
preferably marked, and mask wearing should be
enforced. It is worth mentioning that the guidance
establishes that siblings may sit together, as they are
part of the same family group. In addition, it contains a
school transportation checklist.

USA – Tennessee Schools partially open Schools partially open 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/Transportation.pdf
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A toolkit has been developed to help identify all journeys
made, consider any necessary changes, and ensure proper
monitoring of school transportation. The toolkit
encourages liaising with local businesses to discuss the
possibility of changing working hours so as to reduce the
demand for public transportation during peak school
transportation times. There are plans to hire additional
buses, in addition to identifying existing buses that are
predominantly used by school-age children, and making
them exclusive for that purpose. Schools should encourage
parents, students and staff to ride a bicycle or walk to
school, whenever possible. On buses, if possible, students
from different schools should not mingle, and students
from the same household should be grouped together.
Getting on and off buses must be organized: "first in, last
out".

United Kingdom Schools closed

According to the Ministry of Education, school bus
operators are encouraged to implement alternative fixed
seating whenever possible. As with general public
transportation, in school transportation students must
wear masks, remain in their seats, and avoid speaking.
Drivers will continue to maintain a high standard of
cleanliness for their buses. Schools will also continue to
work with school bus operators to ensure they check
whether students or their families feel unwell or have
developed flu-like symptoms. In such cases, students are
advised to stay at home.

Singapore Schools open

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928814/Department-for-Transport-Transport-Demand-Management-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020
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Physical education or activity

Physical education classes will be maintained for primary and
secondary school. The recommendation is that these activities should
follow a cluster or "bubble“ approach, that is, having fixed groups of
students, so that it becomes easier to monitor the emergence of new
cases.

Canada No suspension

France No suspension

Indoor sports and physical activities have been suspended, but it is
possible to do them outdoors. If it is impossible to engage in outdoor
activities, teachers can organize theoretical classes on physical
education, using tutorials or movies. Theoretical classes can be
taught in gyms or in recreation rooms, as long as the school's health
protocols are respected. If it is too difficult to organize such activities,
physical education classes can be replaced with breaks between
classes.

Schools open

Schools partially open 
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Physical education or activity

As far as possible, physical education classes should take
place outdoors. In addition, Chile has decided to:
→ Modify planned activities, so as to prevent students
from having to share materials and equipment. For
example, if classes have been staggered, all equipment
must be cleaned before or after each use;
→ Choose activities that limit contact and interaction
between students;
→ Establish a progressive and gradual load of physical
activity, considering how long students have not been
engaged in this type of class;
→ Enforce social distancing, handwashing and cleaning
of the facilities. These measures are particularly
important during physical education classes, as
students increase their respiratory rate.

Chile No suspension Vacation China – Hong Kong No suspension

Physical activities have not been suspended, but a "Guide to
Conducting Physical Activities" has been created to
minimize risks, stating that:
→ Students should continue wearing masks and
maintaining 6 feet from each other. When students are
practicing high- or moderate-intensity exercises, wearing
masks is not recommended. The same applies to students
with breathing difficulties.
→ Students must keep their physical education uniform on
during the whole school day to avoid overcrowding locker
rooms.
→ If activities take place in closed spaces, these ought to be
well ventilated. However, physical activities should ideally
take place outdoors.
→ Students’ fitness levels may be different from before the
pandemic, so teachers should adjust their lesson plans,
including with regard to the type and intensity of exercises.

Schools partially open 
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Physical education or activity

For the early stages of school reopening, team games
and group sports are not recommended. Physical
education classes should be adapted considering
distancing and ventilation requirements.

Italy No suspension Portugal No suspension Schools closed

The government has issued specific guidance on
practical physical education classes. The guidance
requires schools to:
→ Promote teaching strategies and methodologies that
facilitate the enforcement of physical distancing
measures among students (at least 10 feet);
→ Identify the areas that need to be reconfigured
according to the new rules;
→ Promote individual activities, respecting the
recommended physical distance, and reducing the
sharing of materials and equipment;
→ Adopt circuit strategies, in which exercises are
performed at different stations.

New Zealand No suspension

As New Zealand has one of the lowest contagion rates in
the world, no restrictions have been imposed on
physical activities, and/or cultural and sporting events.

Peru No suspension Schools closed

Face-to-face activities have not yet resumed. Remote
learning will continue until April 15. However, the school
reopening plan ensures that students should have one
hour of physical education.

Schools open

Schools partially open 

https://www.dge.mec.pt/sites/default/files/orientacoes_educacao_fisica_20202021_dge_dgs.pdf
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Physical education or activity

Singapore No suspension

Physical education activities and classes have been
maintained, and students must continue wearing masks.
Some schools are offering meditation classes during
physical education hours. The idea is to encourage
students to reflect on the pandemic and use that time to
teach them about achieving peace of mind. During these
meditation sessions, students wear masks and sit down at a
safe distance from each other.

USA

In January 2021, the United States Center for Disease Control
and Prevention found that, even in places where
contamination was rising, there were no significant cases of
transmission in those schools that followed the
recommended protocols. The most severe cases occurred
in schools where sporting events led to crowding.

Schools open

Schools partially open 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2775875
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Hiring new teachers

The Ministry of Education intends to hire and train more than
300,000 young people to work at public schools as caretakers,
administrative assistants, and pedagogical assistants. The
teachers' union says that this measure alone may not be
enough to meet the demand, considering that the country
suffers from a shortage of teachers: many teachers are part of an
at-risk group, and are therefore only working remotely. In
addition, about 2,000 teachers died due to complications from
COVID-19.

South Africa
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Hiring new teachers

The government has decided to hire about 97,000
teachers to meet the current demand. It has invested the
equivalent of US$3 billion in education, including for the
purchase of new desks for Italy's 8,000 public schools.

Italy

Argentina

Portugal

Portugal has approved the hiring of 900 intervention staff
for schools, in addition to offering grants to substitute
teachers. Teachers and other school staff in at-risk groups
will not be able to work remotely once schools reopen,
but if they submit a medical certificate stating their
condition, they will still be entitled to their full pay. For
this reason, the country had to make specific
arrangements.

Buenos Aires and other provinces have already
announced that they will hire new teachers and
teaching assistants. According to the local government,
this is one of the requests made by unions representing
teachers and education workers to ensure a safe
resumption of face-to-face classes. Around 25,000
education workers in the region are estimated to be in
at-risk groups.
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Hiring new teachers

The Quebec government has reported that investment in
education will mainly focus on two areas: remedial activities
(tutoring and personalized support), and activities related to
students' well-being at school. The initiatives include allocating
additional funds to support active and retired education workers,
in addition to university students (future teachers).

Canada

The Tennessee government has said that schools will need to
devise strategies to deal with increased staff absenteeism,
increased numbers of retirees, and others who will not return to
school in the 2020–21 school year, in addition to a drop in the
availability of substitute teachers, and buses and drivers.

USA – Tennessee*

* Although there was mass closure in the USA, UNESCO considers that such closure was
partial. Under this topic, only schools in a specific state were considered.
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Good practices at school

The government has launched Plan Federal Juana
Manso (Juana Manso Federal Plan), which, among
other things, provides a virtual platform that does not
consume internet data, and allows students to find
teachers to answer their questions. Through this plan, the
government has also invested in the distribution of
netbooks to students from vulnerable communities.

Another program that is being implemented by the
Argentine government is known as Acompañar: Puentes
de Igualdad (Follow Up: Bridges of Equality). It is an
intergovernmental and intersectoral initiative involving
over 110 stakeholders from different government agencies
and civil society organizations.

Its main goal is to create a monitoring network for
students who are at risk of dropping out of school, and
offer them professional training alternatives that will help
them enter the job market after finishing high school.

Argentina

After the Federal Education Council approved the
protocols for the gradual resumption of face-to-face
classes (Resolution 364/20), the government designed a
"Federal Teacher Training Week". It aimed to follow up
and support teachers, managers and supervisors in the
process of resuming their classes, helping to ensure they
were well equipped for that. Over five days, the training
program discussed containment and healthcare tools, in
addition to teaching and emotional practices. Specific
contents were also developed to meet the individual
needs of each province.

https://juanamanso.edu.ar/
https://www.siteal.iiep.unesco.org/sites/default/files/sit_accion_files/10051.pdf
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Good practices at school

Chile has carried out a comprehensive diagnostic study
of its students (divided into a reading and mathematics
learning, and a socioemotional diagnostic). Based on the
results, it has continued to provide academic and
socioemotional support, based on the understanding
that the pandemic has affected children and young
people in multiple dimensions. The document reaffirms
that reopening schools during the pandemic has a
profound meaning, and that schools must be seen as
safe spaces for students.

Chile

The government of Quebec has established measures
for the 2020–21 school year with the aim of ensuring its
students' successful learning. Support will mainly focus
on two areas: remedial activities (tutoring and
personalized support), and activities related to students'
well-being at school. The tutoring services intend to
support students that are facing difficulties, and will rely
on the help of active civil servants, retirees, and more
experienced students.

Quebec has also designed specific protocols for primary
and secondary education. A document titled "Learning
to be prioritized” encourages teachers to factor
atypical environments and contexts into their lesson
planning, and consider how learning has been affected
by the health crisis. It is an attempt at a more flexible
syllabus to help teachers identify the most important
contents to be prioritized for each discipline.

Canada

According to the protocols, teachers must devote time
to these topics before the end of the school year, so as to
help students progress into the next level. If the learning
context allows, teachers are invited to go further,
following other official guidance, in particular the
Quebec Education Program and the learning
progression guidelines.

http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/en/teachers/learning-to-be-prioritized/
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Good practices at school

Peru

In order to support the return of students who were unable
to attend emergency remote classes, the government has
launched a campaign known as "Lo que aprendimos en el
2020" (What we learned in 2020). In general terms, the
campaign calls on families to tell schools about how their
children are doing, so that institutions may proceed with
the development of a learning recovery portfolio.

Another interesting initiative geared towards teachers is
called “Te escucho, docente" (I hear you, teacher), which
provides psychological support to public school teachers. In
order to benefit from this service, teachers must access its
internet portal and fill out a form with some required
information. Once the registration has been completed, a
professional from a team of psychologists will contact the
teacher who requested personalized assistance.



5. Testing and vaccination

I would be happy if a teacher got 

my vaccine. After ‘clapping for 

our carers’, let's ‘switch places 

with our teachers’.

Patrick Cosgrove, 71, rural resident, 
United Kingdom
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Mass testing of the 
school community 

Monitoring 
symptomatic cases

Monitoring 
symptomatic and 
asymptomatic cases 

Voluntary testing

Mass testing in 
locations with 
confirmed cases

Mass testing after the 
emergence of a new 
variant

No testing policy 
found

COVID-19 testing

* For the purposes of this survey, we considered testing policies implemented to identify active infections, including PCR and rapid tests.
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According to the government's vaccination plan, priority
groups are comprised of healthcare personnel, at-risk
groups, security forces, and teachers.

Argentina

Teachers are considered essential workers and, therefore,
are in the priority group. However, there is still no date
and/or forecast for when they will be vaccinated. Unions
have been pushing for teachers to be placed even higher on
the vaccination list.

USA – Indiana*

France

Teachers are in Phase 1B, alongside people over the age of
65, other essential workers, and those with preexisting
medical conditions. The government expects that teachers
will be in the next group to be vaccinated.

Vaccination started in January 2021, and is expected to take
place in five phases, with teachers being included in Phase 3,
along with security workers. The previous phases prioritized,
healthcare and essential service workers, people over 64, and
elderly people living in nursing homes.

USA – Mississippi*

Vaccination is expected to start between late February and
early March. According to the vaccination plan, basic
education teachers are in the priority group, alongside
healthcare workers, and elderly people living in nursing
homes.

Uruguay

Vaccination has already started for Phase 1, which is
expected to last until May. Teachers may be a priority in
Phase 2, which should start after the vaccination of the most
vulnerable groups. The prioritization of teachers, however,
has not yet been fully agreed.

United Kingdom

Teachers in priority vaccination groups

* Altho ugh there was mass closur e in the US A, UNES CO consider s that such closure was
partial. Under this topic, we considered the situation of schools according to their state.
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6. Contingency plan

We hope to agree criteria with 
organizations representing 

teachers, parents and our 
students, so that together we 
can reaffirm people’s right to 

education.
Adrián Quelca, minister of Education of Bolivia



Contingency plan: Creation of a national or state level plan
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Most of the countries analyzed (13 out of
21) have launched a national and/or state
level plan to deal with COVID-19 at
school.

In the USA, the state of Tennessee has
developed specific guidelines for schools,
and the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention—CDC has also published a
protocol to promote coordination at
national level.

Government has introduced national plan on what to do if COVID-19 cases
are reported at school:

Government has launched broad guidelines, with few or no detailed
instructions for schools:

Government has not launched specific guidelines for the school community:

No information available:

Germany Bolivia Canada IsraelChina – Beijing

South Africa

Argentina China –
Hong Kong

Chile Denmark USA –
Georgia, 

Mississippi, 
and Tennessee

USA – Indiana

France

India

Italy Peru Portugal

Nigeria

United 
Kingdom

New Zealand

Sweden

Singapore Uruguay

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/TDH%20Recommendations%20for%20Management%20of%20COVID-19%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html


Contingency plan: Clarity on what to do in positive and suspected cases at 
school 
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In the USA, the state of Tennessee
has launched a step-by-step guide
on what schools should do when
they identify a suspected or
positive case of COVID-19.

Portugal has launched a plan with
clear instructions, differentiating
contacts according to risk levels.

Government has issued clear instructions on what to do in positive and suspected cases at school,
setting out who should be isolated, for how long, and how it should be communicated. In addition, it
has provided clarity on how to coordinate actions with health authorities:

Government has issued instructions on what to do in positive and suspected cases in schools, but has
provided no clarity on the length of isolation and/or any changes regarding the measures to be
adopted for different audiences, neither has it mentioned coordination withhealth authorities:

Government has published general instructions on what to do without considering all the complexities
of the school environment:

No information available:

Germany Bolivia Canada IsraelChina – Beijing

Argentina

China –
Hong 
Kong

Chile DenmarkUSA –
Georgia, Indiana,
Mississippi, and

Tennessee

France

India Italy Peru Portugal United 
Kingdom

New Zealand

Singapore Uruguay

South Africa Nigeria Sweden

https://www.dgs.pt/documentos-e-publicacoes/referencial-escolas-controlo-da-transmissao-de-covid-19-em-contexto-escolar-pdf.aspx


Contingency plan: Close contact monitoring and testing
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In Denmark, in addition to releasing
guidance with specific instructions
for testing and screening, the
government has also launched a
platform where all citizens can
schedule their tests.

Close contacts are traced, isolated and tested:

Close contacts are traced and isolated:

Only symptomatic individuals or suspected cases are tested and isolated:

No information available:

South 
Africa

Germany

Argentina

Bolivia Canada

Chile

China –
Hong Kong

Denmark

USA –
Georgia

USA –
Mississippi

USA –
Indiana

USA –
Tennessee

France India

Israel

Italy

Nigeria

Peru Portugal

United 
Kingdom

Singapore Sweden

Uruguay

China –
Beijing

New Zealand

https://www.coronaprover.dk/Account/NemIdLogin?RequestPath=%2F


Contingency plan: Criteria for assessing degrees of closure
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Transparency and clarity are
essential to increase trust and
ensure that school communities
know how to act in each situation.

Chile, for example, has issued a
plan indicating when to suspend
face-to-face classes for one or
more groups of students, for part
of the school community, or for
the whole school.

Tennessee has issued guidance
on how to deal with multiple
COVID-19 cases in schools.

The government plan establishes clear criteria on when classes and/or schools should
be closed:

The government has failed to anticipate the number of cases that could lead to the
closure of classes and/or schools:

Decisions have been made without advance notice and/or criteria were not clear:

No information available:

Germany Bolivia Canada IsraelChina – Beijing

South Africa

Argentina China –
Hong Kong

Chile

Denmark

USA –
Georgia and 
Tennessee

USA – Indiana and 
Mississippi

France

India

Italy Peru

Portugal

Nigeria

United 
Kingdom

New Zealand

Sweden

Singapore Uruguay

http://sigamosaprendiendo
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/TDH%20COVID%20Case%20Response%20and%20School%20District%20Decision%20Making%20Protocol.pdf


Guiding questions for 
creating a school 
contingency plan

* Based on various school contingency plans identified around the world.



62

School Contingency Plan
What to do if one person at school shows symptoms of COVID-19

What to do if I identify a 
potential case at school? 

Testing traced contacts

Should they be tested?
Where? How to refer them for testing? Should the person be isolated? 

For how long?
Negative 

Can the person return to 
their routine activities?
Are any other 
precautions necessary?

How to trace everyone potentially infected by this person?

What are the criteria for the following cases: (i) students who sit close to 
each other, and (ii) length of exposure (who has been exposed for a 
minimum amount of time). It is essential to establish a time frame. 
How should education workers and students be monitored? What are 
the distinctions between these two groups?

What should be done if an 
education worker feels any 

symptoms at home?

What should parents do if a 
student displays symptoms at 

home?

Positive 

Isolating traced contacts Monitoring symptoms in traced 
contacts

First steps to identify 
symptoms

Government testing 
policy

What to do after 
receiving the results?
How to prevent 
dissemination?
Defining criteria for 
tracing close contacts

Policy regarding 
contacts that had 
close contact with 
symptomatic persons

How to be safe and assertive when notifying traced contacts about the necessary measures to take?
Communication with 
students' families and 
traced contacts

1
2

3

4

5

STEP
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School Contingency Plan

What to do if two or more people at school test positive for COVID-19?

Is it possible to place an entire class in isolation? In what situations? 

Does it make a difference to find out whether or not infected people have had contact with each other 
before making a decision?

Does it make a difference whether more than one education worker or more than one student has 
been infected?

Would this measure be applicable for students who are attending school on alternate days of the week 
(staggered classes)?

Outbreak 
management:
Transparency on 
closures

How long does it take before it is safe to return to school? What needs to be done before reopening?

How to clearly communicate the suspension of classes and/or closure of schools to parents and civil 
society without losing trust in reopening?

Communication 
with the school 
community

Returning to school

1

3

4

STEP

How to coordinate your actions with health authorities to ensure more accurate information and a 
more technical risk analysis? How to coordinate your actions at the local level so as to address each 
school outbreak?

Coordination with 
health authorities2



7. Communication

If, based on your experience, you 
can generally trust your 

government and the authorities, 
you are more likely to follow the 

guidance you receive. 
Dorte Lange, vice president of the Teachers' Union 

of Denmark



Governments’ communication on measures taken
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Clear and effective 
government communication
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Noise in government 
communication

Sweden

Hong 
Kong

New 
ZealandUnited 

Kingdom

Chile

Bolivia 
(until November 2020)

South Africa

Denmark

Governments that are able to
communicate well, using effective
communication techniques and
appropriate messengers, tend to
promote wider dialogue and trust among
the community, ensuring that their
proposals are accepted and adopted.

Governments are responsible for defining
testing policies, rules for meals and
transportation, health measures, and
class staggering schemes, among others.
In addition, they need to communicate
each of these points clearly and without
noise in order to ensure that these
practices are effective.

Bolivia 
(February 2021)



Governments’ communication: Criteria used to build the chart

Clear and effective communication

People's confidence in the guidelines received

Good communication:
The government issued clear
instructions on how to deal with
cases of COVID-19 and what their
effects would be for the network,
engaging in discussions with
opposition groups in order to build
consensus.

Average communication:
The government issued instructions
on how to deal with cases of COVID-
19 and what their effects would be on
the network, but certain groups in
society claimed that the guidelines
were insufficient. The government
had little dialogue with opposition
groups.

High resistance:
Government communication was
full of noise and conflicting
information, and provided little
detail. The government was not able
to respond to society's demands, and
information from official sources was
not consistent.

Excellent:
The population trusted the
guidelines issued by the
government. When the country
decided to resume face-to-face
classes, for example, the population
generally considered that the
moment was right, and followed the
guidelines.

Moderate:
The population disputed the validity
of some instructions, especially
when the government first issued its
guidance. When the country
decided to resume face-to-face
classes, for example, there was some
hesitation in complying with the
measures.

Bad:
The population (or at least a
considerable part of those related to
the school community) did not trust
the government's guidelines and
explicitly refused to follow the
instructions. There was no
confidence that the government had
made the best decisions to contain
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The countries that did not present sufficiently robust data have been omitted from the charts.



How can governments communicate more effectively? 

School or network managers should proactively establish communication channels with families and the
school community about any changes that may be introduced at school.
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It is essential for all communication to be clear, frequent, consistent (that is, all
members of the school and the network sharing the same discourse), and

transparent (with more details than the messages normally sent). They should also

use different channels and engage a variety of people (teachers, school

coordinators, educational psychologists, Education Department staff, etc.) when
sharing information.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

School and network managers are making complex decisions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Parents, legal guardians and other stakeholders often receive conflicting (and sometimes confusing)

information about resuming face-to-face classes, and about the reasons behind the decisions. Thus, these

professionals must adopt stronger messages, clearly explaining their plans and decisions about reopening
schools, and taking into account the needs of different households.



How can governments communicate more effectively? 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Effective communication between school and parents or guardians is a critical factor for students'

experiences and performance. This is generally true, but it becomes even more important during a

pandemic, when parents are called upon to make decisions related to their children's safety and learning.

Given the constant evolution of recovery plans and the need for agility in the responses provided by
education networks, managers must invest in strong strategies to build trust among families. This will

ensure that everyone in the community feels confident that their school has implemented the necessary

protocols, that school staff have the capacity to apply them, and that community members are able to work

in partnership to solve any problems. Doing this effectively requires leaders to develop a protocol for clear
and streamlined communication with all stakeholders.
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Food for thought...
If, even before the COVID-19 pandemic, the school community already had concerns about the Education
Department, it may be difficult for some families to believe that schools will be able to ensure a safe
return. Therefore, it is necessary to pay special attention to communities where promises have not been kept, or
where there was a recent communication problem.

Community trust in the government is just as important as government trust in school communities. It is
essential that governments communicate this trust, because the plan will only work if there is cooperation from all
parties.

Overconfident statements are not credible. Leaders are often encouraged to project certainty and confidence.
While it is important for leaders to answer questions, communities are keenly aware of the challenges that schools
and educators will need to face. Communication, therefore, must show understanding, openness, competence,
and leadership. Recognizing the complexity of the situation and its changing nature, in addition to our inability to
be 100 percent sure of the effectiveness of all considerations, is key to establishing credibility.

Once the whole education network or secretariat determines a central return plan, parents and legal guardians
will want to hear the details of the reopening plan directly from their school principal. Families will also be
interested in teachers' views on reopening schools. Thus, it is essential to communicate first with teachers and
education workers, answering all their questions. It will be essential to get everyone on the same page, and
agree what protocols and referrals will be applied in each situation, addressing any doubts and helping the school
with specific details, so as to ensure a successful implementation of the plan.
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Parents and legal guardians are not motivated by the concept of "learning loss". A study developed by the
Learning Heroes NGO demonstrates that many families do not think their children have lost much content, and
strongly believe that teachers will find a way to “top up" their learning. For parents, a single child cannot be left
behind if all students started and stopped at the same place; they understand that they are all late, and schools
will now need to adjust their approaches. Thus, possibly, the best strategy for disseminating the plan should not
focus on how much learning has been compromised. According to the study, parents care much more about
compromising their children's socialization and socioemotional development than about learning
issues.

It is important to establish clear ideas and communicate them in accessible language. After defining the
message, it needs to be broadcast on different channels to reach everyone.

It is necessary to pay special attention to messages that can be confusing for families, such as making
comparisons between countries and/or states. School communities understand that international experiences
are not comparable with their specific context. It is essential to provide details on how to implement a given
program or practice locally.

Communicate clearly and frequently, and make sure your message is accessible. Information needs to flow in
both directions, that is, the government must both speak and listen in order to build trust. Always consider how
school communities can clarify their doubts and who they can turn to.
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Food for thought...

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1evG0tkcYooUFmc_GTiouODeYogqdKtqRL5JKN2Gfi5Q/edit


Examples of communication protocols
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The Hong Kong government, understanding the need
for close communication with families about children's
return to school, made sure that their return guidelines
included specific guidance on how schools should
communicate with parents. Among the determinations,
it was established that schools should reinforce
communication using different channels, such as
websites, text and voice messages, and mobile
applications. In order to ensure that all information is
aligned and clear, the guide includes a sample letter to
be delivered to parents when cases of COVID-19 are
reported at school.

China – Hong Kong

The Tennessee government issued specific instructions
for school administrators about communicating with
students and families with the aim of establishing more
effective communication. Such determinations included
sample letters to be sent to parents and staff about
cases of COVID-19 occasionally detected at school. In
addition, the government created a portal to update
COVID-19 notifications in schools. This has added
transparency to decision making, as it is now possible to
consult contagion data in the specific area where a
school is located.

USA – Tennessee

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/sch-admin/admin/about-sch/diseases-prevention/Guidelines%20to%20Schools%20on%20Resumption%20of%20Face%20to%20Face%20Classes%20(E).pdf


Communication and trust:
the cases of Bolivia and 

Chile



Bolivia
In November 2019, an interim government took office in Bolivia. With the arrival of the pandemic in March 2020, authorities were faced with
the challenge of having to suspend face-to-face classes. In June 2020, three months after determining the closure of all schools, the
government issued a decree regulating distance learning.

In this context, the Ministry of Education was accused by unions of making important decisions on education without seeking consultation
or consensus, which led to a wave of protests and demonstrations gaining strength throughout the country. The Catholic Church was
invited to mediate the dialogue between institutions and the government. However, in view of the difficulty of building bridges, one month
after school suspension the government decided to cancel the school year. The justifications used by the Ministry of Education
included “the fact that the country lagged behind in technology, as a result of how it had been managed in the past few
decades.”

In Bolivia, about 34 percent of the population live in rural areas, and only 6 percent of these have internet access. In urban areas,
internet connection is more accessible. However, due to the pandemic, many families suffered income losses. As a result, the cancellation
of the school year was received with relief by part of the population, who would not be able to afford the costs of connectivity.

After one year under an interim government, Bolivia replaced the top tiers of its Ministry of Education in November 2020. The new
minister, a career teacher experienced in union negotiations, announced the Sixth Plurinational Pedagogical Conference, involving
parents, students and teachers from rural and urban areas, representatives of social organizations, institutions linked to
education, and delegations from the Ministries of Health and Public Works. With a speech focused on building dialogue with
different actors, the currentminister spoke against canceling the school year, and in favor of resuming face-to-face classes.

In December 2020, union leaders delivered the sector's proposals for the 2021 school year, including reopening and biosafety
protocols, proposals for curriculum reviews, and methodological strategies for leveling students. However, although the resumption of face-
to-face classes was expected to take place in February, the country was faced with the challenge of starting the school year remotely in
almost all schools, due to the second wave of contagions.
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https://www.minedu.gob.bo/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4587:gobierno-anuncia-la-clausura-de-la-gestion-educativa-2020&catid=182:noticias&Itemid=854


In June 2020, the Chilean government issue its “Plan Paso a Paso” (Step by Step Plan) with the objective of slowing the
proliferation of the virus in the country's communes. Subdivided into stages, with Phase 5 being the least critical and
Phase 1 the most critical, the plan includes specific restrictions and responsibilities, ranging from full lockdown to
advanced reopening in the regions. As a result, the country revoked the suspension of face-to-face classes and published
a reopening guide for schools in regions that reached Phase 3 or 4 of the plan.

Reopening was voluntary, and each school decided whether or not to reopen in consultation with the
community. Schools that chose to return received health kits containing masks, face shields, thermometers, and cleaning
and sanitizing materials. Although returning to school was not mandatory, the government's proposal was heavily
criticized, especially due to concerns about whether schools had the adequate infrastructure to welcome
students and education professionals. In 2020, 2,057 schools presented their face-to-face return plans, but only 1,604
actually reopened. There were no reports of major outbreaks in school units that opted for face-to-face classes. Only 15
percent of these schools reported isolated contagions, and only 1 percent had more than one case of COVID-19.

In November 2020, the government announced that the 2021 school year would start in March with face-to-face classes. In
order to solve issues related to school adaptations, the Ministry of Education launched a plan called “Yo confío
en mi escuela" (I trust my school), under which schools were granted more autonomy and responsibility, being
responsible for submitting their own funding request. Initially, the authorities expected to invest 6 billion Chilean
pesos, but the amount was doubled to cover all projects that were considered eligible.
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Chile

https://www.gob.cl/pasoapaso/


Final considerations

Based on our survey and the reflections prompted by it, we sought to systematize the main findings related
to the resumption of face-to-face classes in countries with different contexts. In the process, some trends
were identified in countries with satisfactory reopening schemes, such as:

● Reopening with a flat or downward curve*;

● Clear and transparent government communication about the next steps;

● Consistent health measures, in line with the particularities of individual countries and schools.

We expect this survey to inform public discussions and/or decision making on whether and when to
resume face-to-face classes in basic education. It is worth pointing out, however, that these findings, if
considered in an isolated manner and not taking specific contexts into account, may not reflect the
complexity of the challenges and responses that are being developed by governments.
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* Alt hough France showed an upward curve when t hey reopened schools o n S eptem ber 1, 2020, this trend only becam e more intense abo ut eight weeks later, in early November.
This corroborates other evidence that schools do not contribute to increasing community transmission of COVID-19.
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Denmark
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-06/denmark-plans-partial-lockdown-of-main-cities-after-record-cases
https://www.newstatesman.com/world/europe/2020/12/what-have-norway-finland-and-denmark-got-right-covid-19
https://www.thelocal.dk/20201215/update-denmark-extends-coronavirus-partial-lockdown-to-entire-country
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/denmark-schools-covid-19-pandemic-1.5720508
https://nyheder.tv2.dk/samfund/2020-12-17-bupl-vil-have-institutionerne-i-noedberedskab-foraeldrene-skal-holde-deres-boern
https://www.uvm.dk/aktuelt/nyheder
https://coronasmitte.dk/raad-og-regler/omraader/uddannelse-skole-og-dagtilbud
https://www.uvm.dk/aktuelt/nyheder/uvm/2021/jan/210128-skaerpede-tiltag-og-restriktioner-forlaenges-til-og-med-den-28--februar
https://www.uvm.dk/aktuelt/i-fokus/information-til-uddannelsesinstitutioner-om-coronavirus-covid-19/lovgivning-og-retningslinjer/vejledninger-og-retningslinjer
https://emu.dk/grundskole/corona-gode-raad-til-undervisning
https://www.sst.dk/da/Udgivelser/2020/Undgaa-smitte-paa-skolen
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https://www.forsythnews.com/news/education/denmark-high-school-switches-virtual-learning-next-week/
https://www.uvm.dk/aktuelt/i-fokus/information-til-uddannelsesinstitutioner-om-coronavirus-covid-19

United States – Georgia
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/back-to-school-decision-checklist.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/School-Admin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/images/community/schools-childcare/student-becomes-sick-diagnosis-flowchart.jpg?noicon
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-vaccine

United States – Indiana
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/2393.htm
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https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/june-5-class-document.pdf?utm_content&utm_medium=email&utm_name&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term
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United States – Indiana (continued)
https://www.nwitimes.com/how-do-nwi-school-reentry-plans-compare/collection_a12ed88c-dd8b-518c-ba80-0779c398b92e.html#2
https://www.nsba.org/Resources/coronavirus/legal-guide
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/2400.htm
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/Clinics%20Transportation%20and%20Miscellaneous%20FAQs%2012.8.20.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/Contact%20tracing%20etc.%20FAQs%2011.2.20.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/Masks%20in%20Schools%20FAQs%2011.2.20.pdf
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/news-events/news/how-are-teachers-prioritized-for-covid-19-vaccination-by-the-us-states/
https://www.wishtv.com/news/coronavirus/indiana-audit-finds-1500-additional-covid-19-deaths/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T1nQj3BrQRtT5QXVcVLGel14bOd5dSClWRggPuPE5dg/edit
https://www.wishtv.com/news/i-team-8/indiana-union-worries-teachers-too-far-down-in-indiana-vaccination-plan/
https://www.wave3.com/2021/02/04/leader-indianas-teachers-wants-educators-moved-up-vaccination-list/

United States – Mississippi
https://www.mdek12.org/guidance2020-21
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/resources/9917.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/MBE/MDE-2020(7)/tab-02-apa-sbp_reporting_attendance_for_virtual_learning_2020-2021_sy_draft_v4.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OCGR/restart_recovery_responses_2020.08.05_430p_20226.pdf
https://mississippitoday.org/2021/02/03/teachers-next-in-line-for-vaccine-officials-say-though-timing-is-unclear/
https://mississippitoday.org/2021/01/09/frequently-asked-questions-about-covid-19-vaccines-in-mississippi/
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/Return%20to%20work%20letter.pdf

United States – Tennessee
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/Reopening%20Schools%20-%20Overview%20Guide%20for%20LEAs.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/TDH%20Recommendations%20for%20Management%20of%20Covid-19%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/Transportation.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/health-and-safety/update-on-coronavirus/reopening-guidance.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/health-&-safety/TDH%20COVID%20Case%20Response%20and%20School%20District%20Decision%20Making%20Protocol.pdf
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https://www.newschannel5.com/rebound/safely-back-to-school/starting-today-metro-schools-teachers-can-register-for-covid-19-vaccine
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France
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20210111-france-s-covid-cases-rising-as-new-uk-variant-spreads-but-no-lockdown-for-now-curfew-christmas-effect
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20201120-france-s-second-wave-of-the-coronavirus-may-have-already-reached-its-peak
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-france-macron-easi/macron-says-worst-of-virus-second-wave-over-lockdown-to-ease-idUKKBN284306
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55062393
https://www.thelocal.fr/20210104/analysis-is-france-right-to-keep-its-schools-open-during-pandemic
https://www.rfi.fr/en/france/20210111-france-s-covid-cases-rising-as-new-uk-variant-spreads-but-no-lockdown-for-now-curfew-christmas-effect
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-europe-education-f/back-to-school-how-european-classrooms-are-coping-with-covid-idUSKBN25S4L4?edition-
redirect=ca

India
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/MHAOrder_Unlock4_29082020.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/school-reopening-how-which-classes-centre-leaves-it-to-states-6704518/
https://www.india.com/education/school-reopening-news-list-of-states-that-announced-reopening-of-schools-colleges-this-month-4326145/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/school-reopening-delhi-schools-to-reopen-on-january-18-after-10-months-check-details-101610868203895.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/education-2/maharashtra-school-opening-date-classes-5-to-8-to-reopen-from-january-27-in-state-not-in-mumbai/2171948/
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/schools-reopening-principals-happy-with-resumption-of-lessons-for-class-10-12-students-1759407-2021-01-15
https://www.timesnownews.com/education/article/school-reopening-even-as-vaccine-dry-run-begins-in-india-parents-vary-of-children-returning-to-schools/700221
https://english.jagran.com/india/schools-reopening-news-latest-updates-delhi-uttar-pradesh-bihar-punjab-karnataka-covid-19-guidelines-10021679
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/FinalSOPonpartialresumptionofactivitiesinschools8092020.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32112-7/fulltext
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54186709
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/india-coronavirus-school-closures/2020/12/23/7e80f628-3efc-11eb-b58b-1623f6267960_story.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/16/india-begins-worlds-biggest-covid-vaccination-programme
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vaccine-shots-for-those-over-50-yrs-to-begin-soon-govt/articleshow/80697690.cms
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/RevisedSOPonpreventivemeasurestobefollowedwhileconductingexaminationstocontainspreadofCovid-19.pdf
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/AdvisoryonstrategyforCovid-19TestinginIndia.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/covid-19-education-ministry-announces-guidelines-for-reopening-of-schools/articleshow/78505278.cms
https://theprint.in/india/education/not-wise-to-send-kids-back-to-school-say-teachers-but-experts-push-for-graded-reopening/551811/
https://www.ndtv.com/education/unlock-5-mha-extends-guidelines-for-re-opening-schools-colleges-till-november-30
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2021/feb/07/covid-19-when-can-studentsjoin-back-school-states-ask-parents-2260577.html
https://thewire.in/education/union-budget-education
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India (continued)
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https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-response-planning/covid-19-vaccine-planning
https://www.isnz.org.nz/news/coronavirus-what-schools-need-to-know/


Peru
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minedu/noticias/321450-minedu-aprueba-orientaciones-para-el-desarrollo-del-ano-escolar-2021/
https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/1486918/RVM%20N%C2%B0%20273-2020-MINEDU.pdf.pdf
https://elcomercio.pe/respuestas/ano-escolar-peru-2021-cuando-empezaran-modalidades-y-todo-lo-que-se-sabe-antes-de-su-inicio-el-proximo-ano-coronavirus-minedu-covid-
19-aprendo-en-casa-revtli-noticia/?ref=ecr
https://larepublica.pe/sociedad/2021/01/12/retorno-a-clases-dependera-de-cada-colegio-padres-y-posible-segunda-ola/?ref=lre
https://larepublica.pe/sociedad/2021/01/08/maestros-podrian-ser-vacunados-contra-el-covid-19-con-segundo-lote/?ref=lre
https://elcomercio.pe/lima/sucesos/reinicio-del-ano-escolar-como-y-bajo-que-modalidad-empezaran-las-clases-en-los-colegios-minedu-ministerio-de-educacion-docentes-
clases-virtuales-clases-remotas-clases-presenciales-noticia/?ref=ecr
https://busquedas.elperuano.pe/normaslegales/modifican-el-rubro-fases-de-vacunacion-contenido-en-el-doc-resolucion-ministerial-no-161-2021minsa-1925355-3/
https://rpp.pe/politica/gobierno/coronavirus-en-peru-ministro-de-educacion-el-principal-objetivo-es-lograr-retornar-progresivamente-a-las-clases-presenciales-noticia-1318976
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t-ie37OmreGG3AOMSswH-mvMmZk4K6bC/view
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minedu/noticias/324887-minedu-anuncia-que-primer-mes-de-clases-sera-virtual-en-todos-los-colegios-del-pais
https://g1.globo.com/educacao/noticia/2020/09/22/no-peru-pandemia-ja-levou-cerca-de-300-mil-alunos-a-desistirem-da-escola.ghtml
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minedu/noticias/321450-minedu-aprueba-orientaciones-para-el-desarrollo-del-ano-escolar-2021
https://noticiasporelmundo.com/america-latina/ninas-de-zonas-rurales-son-las-mas-afectadas-por-la-desigualdad-educativa-noticias-peru/
https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/871394/RVM_N__116-2020-MINEDU.pdf
https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/1486918/RVM%20N%C2%B0%20273-2020-MINEDU.pdf.pdf
https://www.edugestores.pe/ano-escolar-2021-el-59-esta-a-favor-de-las-clases-presenciales-en-los-colegios/
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/minedu/campa%C3%B1as/1715-te-escucho-docente-apoyo-psicologico-para-maestras-y-maestros
https://loqueaprendimos.pe/finalidad/
https://gestion.pe/peru/clases-presenciales-empezarian-en-marzo-del-2021-anuncia-minedu-pero-bajo-protocolos-de-bioseguridad-noticia/

Portugal
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/MHAOrder_Unlock4_29082020.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/school-reopening-how-which-classes-centre-leaves-it-to-states-6704518/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/school-reopening-how-which-classes-centre-leaves-it-to-states-6704518/
https://www.india.com/education/school-reopening-news-list-of-states-that-announced-reopening-of-schools-colleges-this-month-4326145/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/school-reopening-delhi-schools-to-reopen-on-january-18-after-10-months-check-details-101610868203895.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/education-2/maharashtra-school-opening-date-classes-5-to-8-to-reopen-from-january-27-in-state-not-in-mumbai/2171948/
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/schools-reopening-principals-happy-with-resumption-of-lessons-for-class-10-12-students-1759407-2021-01-15
https://www.timesnownews.com/education/article/school-reopening-even-as-vaccine-dry-run-begins-in-india-parents-vary-of-children-returning-to-schools/700221
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Portugal (continued)
https://english.jagran.com/india/schools-reopening-news-latest-updates-delhi-uttar-pradesh-bihar-punjab-karnataka-covid-19-guidelines-10021679
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/FinalSOPonpartialresumptionofactivitiesinschools8092020.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32112-7/fulltext
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54186709
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/india-coronavirus-school-closures/2020/12/23/7e80f628-3efc-11eb-b58b-1623f6267960_story.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/16/india-begins-worlds-biggest-covid-vaccination-programme
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vaccine-shots-for-those-over-50-yrs-to-begin-soon-govt/articleshow/80697690.cms
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/RevisedSOPonpreventivemeasurestobefollowedwhileconductingexaminationstocontainspreadofCovid-19.pdf
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/AdvisoryonstrategyforCovid-19TestinginIndia.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/covid-19-education-ministry-announces-guidelines-for-reopening-of-schools/articleshow/78505278.cms
https://theprint.in/india/education/not-wise-to-send-kids-back-to-school-say-teachers-but-experts-push-for-graded-reopening/551811/
https://www.ndtv.com/education/unlock-5-mha-extends-guidelines-for-re-opening-schools-colleges-till-november-30
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2021/feb/07/covid-19-when-can-studentsjoin-back-school-states-ask-parents-2260577.html
https://thewire.in/education/union-budget-education
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/school-students-need-not-be-afraid-attendance-not-compulsory-says-tn-minister/article33768277.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/coronavirus-three-government-school-students-test-positive-for-covid-19-in-tamil-nadus-tiruppur-
district/article33666112.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/cannot-afford-to-wait-for-zero-cases-to-resume-classes-sisodia/article33763575.ece
https://qz.com/india/1958781/indian-teachers-also-work-on-bird-flu-and-covid-19-response/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/2021/01/18/professores-indianos-sao-enviados-para-linha-de-frente-da-covid-19-sem-protecao

United Kingdom
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-2-december-2020/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-
covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-2-december-2020
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-55045639
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-teachers-shop-workers-and-police-could-be-prioritised-in-next-phase-of-vaccine-rollout-12191320
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-initial-teacher-training
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/how-schools-are-coping-with-the-covid-teacher-recruitment-boom/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/teacher-supply-and-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2020-to-2021-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-and-childcare
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United Kingdom (continued)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-
autumn-term-2020
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928814/Department-for-Transport-Transport-Demand-Management-
Toolkit.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/958670/Education_and_childcare_settings_national_lockdown_from_5_Janu
ary_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-51643556
https://www.bbc.com/news/explainers-55545277
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-
colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/mass-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-
childcare-settings-excluding-universities
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/943707/Symptomatic_children_action_list_schools.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-54763956
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55554550

Singapore
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/covid-19-vaccines-and-you-understanding-singapores-vaccination-strategy
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/covid-19-pandemic-singapore-one-year-on-coronavirus-14004318
https://www.moe.gov.sg/faqs-covid-19-infection

Sweden
https://www.thelocal.se/20210121/sweden-extends-coronavirus-measures-for-schools-restaurants-public-transport-face-masks
https://www.thelocal.se/20210201/timeline-heres-what-happened-in-the-year-since-swedens-first-coronavirus-case
https://www.thelocal.se/20201210/how-does-a-swedish-school-deal-with-the-pandemic
https://www.thelocal.se/20201201/children-told-to-stay-home-from-school-if-family-member-has-covid-19
https://www.folkhalsomyndigheten.se/the-public-health-agency-of-sweden/communicable-disease-control/covid-19/
https://www.thelocal.se/20210110/explained-whats-the-situation-with-schools-in-sweden
https://www.thelocal.se/20210121/sweden-extends-coronavirus-measures-for-schools-restaurants-public-transport-face-masks
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Uruguay
https://www.unicef.org/uruguay/media/3856/file/Seguimiento%20del%20retorno%20a%20las%20clases%20presenciales%20en%20centros%20educativos%20en%20Uruguay.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/ministerio-educacion-cultura/comunicacion/publicaciones/regreso-estudiantes-actividades-presenciales-centros-educativos
https://www.ceip.edu.uy/documentos/normativa/codicen/2021/PlanInicioCursos2021v2.pdf
https://www.anep.edu.uy/sites/default/files/images/2020/noticias/noviembre/201111/CAMBIOS%20PROTOCOLO%20PRESENCIALIDAD.pdf
https://www.anep.edu.uy/15-d-Covid-19informaci-n/nuevos-tel-fonos-para-dar-aviso-nicamente-posibles-casos-covid-19
https://www.anep.edu.uy/15-d-Covid-19informaci-n/procedimiento-ante-detecci-n-un-caso-positivo-covid-19-en-un-centro
https://ladiaria.com.uy/educacion/articulo/2021/1/sindicato-de-maestros-cuestiona-anuncio-sobre-inicio-de-clases-sin-saber-cuando-va-a-ser-la-eleccion-de-cargos/
https://www.republica.com.uy/robert-silva-clases-comienzan-el-1-de-marzo-y-vamos-por-la-presencialidad-y-la-obligatoriedad-id810186/
https://www.elpais.com.uy/informacion/salud/todas-respuestas-plan-vacunacion-covid-uruguay.html
https://www.anep.edu.uy/15-d/anep-modific-el-protocolo-sanitario-para-aumentar-presencialidad-en-aulas
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